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MassChallenge Switzerland Announces 5th Cohort 

 
June 2, 2020 (Renens, Switzerland) - MassChallenge Switzerland, part of MassChallenge’s global network 
of zero-equity startup accelerators, today announced its 2020 cohort, selected from more than 1,000 
applications and representing some of the world’s most promising solutions. The selected 82 early-stage 
startups come from 22 countries spanning over 4 continents and have the potential to create widespread 
impact across industries.  
 
For the 2020 accelerator program, MassChallenge Switzerland is staying true to its mission of bringing people 
and organizations together to enable high potential startups to solve problems and stimulate economies. 
MassChallenge Switzerland will begin its program virtually in July with the goal of transitioning to in-person 
programming and events when it can ensure the safety of the community. New this year, participating 
entrepreneurs will receive access to MassChallenge’s global ecosystem of resources including world class 
mentorship, unrivaled access and introductions to top corporate partners, tailored curriculum, and more. 
 
This year’s cohort – representing 8% of all applicants – was evaluated in two rounds of judging. The second 
round involved 340 independent judges representing corporate executives, investors, serial entrepreneurs 
and top academics - and delivered completely online due to public health concerns related to COVID-19. 
Over 5 days we ran 50 judging panels, with an average of 8 judges per panel. The challenge was worth it, as 
involving more judges has improved the diversity of opinion and feedback for all the startups who pitched. 
 
Matt Lashmar, Managing Director of MassChallenge Switzerland said, “I’d like to thank all our judges who 
helped select this group of startups. At this challenging time, we need now more than ever to help 
entrepreneurial talent. I really look forward to connecting this group of startups to our experts and corporate 
partners so that together they can solve problems and help stimulate the economy, whilst growing their 
businesses.” 
 
Of the startups selected:  
 

31% are general, retail, and consumer goods  

31% are high tech    

18% are healthcare and life sciences  

13% are clean tech and energy 

7% are social impact 

 
In addition, 20 startups in the food and packaging space have been selected participate in the program’s first-
ever Sustainable Food Systems track, which offers specialized support, additional resources, and access to 
our corporate partners. 
 
“In the next two years we will need to unlock all our entrepreneurial potential to help rebuild our economies,” 
said Ian Roberts, President of MassChallenge Switzerland. “Great startups create jobs, economic growth and 
value to society. I can only thank Matt and the team for keeping the focus on attracting and supporting the 
best startups and bringing impact. Every year the program grows in number of applicants and success, but 
the digital program for 2020 is truly exciting and I anticipate outstanding impact.” 
 
On October 29, 2020, the accelerator program will culminate in the MassChallenge Switzerland Awards, 
where the most-promising startups compete for a share of up to CHF 1 million in equity-free awards. Register 
for the MassChallenge Switzerland newsletter to stay up-to-date on the 2020 program: 
http://more.masschallenge.org/newsletter 
 
 
 

http://more.masschallenge.org/newsletter
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2020 MassChallenge Switzerland cohort 
 
Sustainable Food Systems Track 
 
Agrolabs (United Kingdom): Utilizes IoT devices and software to help greenhouse farmers gain full control 
over their crop. 
 
Anything Connected (Netherlands): Developed an internet connected sensor sticker, which allows any asset 
to automatically tell you when it will break. 
 
Aquama (Switzerland): Provides 100% biodegradable cleaning and disinfecting solutions (from water and salt 
electrified) based on the sharing economy principle. 
 
Ascendo (Switzerland): Insect farm in a box, to close the loop between waste organic matter and high quality 
animal feed. 
 
Binkabi LTD (United Kingdom): A technology provider for agriculture supply chain trading and financing. 
 
Caulys (Switzerland): Enables anyone to grow their own fresh, tasty and eco-friendly fruits and vegetables, 
directly at home. 
 
Droople SA (Switzerland): The smart grid for water. 
 
Eco-Adapt (France) 
 
ECONEXUS VENTURES LIMITED (Ghana) 
 
Heliponix, LLC (United States) 
 
IBISA (Luxembourg): Enables the next generation of insurance for agriculture harnessing the use of satellite 
data and blockchain. 
 
ImagoAI (United States) 
 
Kugar Inc. (United States) 
 
Lentera Africa (Kenya): Enables farmers adapt to climate change and increase their yield using satellite, 
drone and sensor data to generate tactical insights. 
 
Orange Fiber (Italy) 
 
PlasticFri (Sweden): A proprietary technology turning agricultural waste & non-edible plants into 100% 
biodegradable & compostable Products. 
 
Recircula Solutions (Spain): The first secure acoustic edge AI for smart containers to increase recycling rates, 
boosting the circular economy and tackling the plastic. 
 
Seekewa (Republic of Côte d'Ivoire): Is a platform allowing people and organizations to support in kind small 
farmers in exchange of discounts on the food produced. 
 
SGMA (Sol-Gel Materials & Applications) (United Kingdom) 
 

http://agrolabs.io/
http://www.anything-connected.com/
http://www.aquama.com/
https://binkabi.io/
https://caulys.com/
http://www.droople.io/
https://www.ibisa.network/
https://lenterafrica.com/
https://plasticfri.com/
http://www.recirculasolutions.com/
https://seekewa.com/
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TicInsect Sagl (Spain): Circular economy/insect rearing/food waste valorization. Agrotech  > recycling of 
nutrients. Cleantech > a new process to cut emission. 
 

Healthcare/ Life Sciences 

 

Adiposs (Switzerland): Half of 100 mil. cancer patients also have a fatal body wasting condition called 
cachexia. Adiposs detects cachexia before it is too late. 
 

ChondroNest SA (Switzerland): Develops « In Vivo » reconstruction of cartilage extra cellular matrix based on 
an injectable two component bio-polymers. 
 

Computational Life (United States): A digital avatar to rapidly design medical solutions. 
 

EarlySight (Switzerland): Developing a medical device to help doctors detect eye diseases at early stage 
thanks to precise imaging of the retina. 
 

Flowbone (Switzerland): The easiest treatment to quickly reinforce fragile hips without impeding bone 
functions. 
 

GRAPHEAL (France): Producing a non-invasive electronic patch that continuously monitors wound healing 
and provides alerts in case of infection. 
 

Hi-D Imaging AG (Switzerland) 
 

Kriya Biosciences (Switzerland): Applies its proprietary drug delivery technology platform to create 
transformative therapies for chronic disease patients. 
 

Lanimedical (Spain) 
 

Limula Biotech (Switzerland): Bringing gene-therapies to the people by enabling hospitals with an automated 
all-in-one manufacturing platform. 
 

Medical Simulation Technologies (Poland): MrTEEmothy® simulator is the only one in the world system 
based on real data from real patients acquired using CT scans. 
 

mk2 Biotechnologies (Germany) 

 

Nanoglue (Switzerland): In a world where every 10th skin transplant fails, we harness cutting-edge 

nanotechnology to ensure skin transplant survival. 

 

Neurosoft Bioelectronics (Switzerland): Developing the future of seamless implantable electrodes to monitor 

and treat neurological diseases. 

 

Octarine Bio (Denmark): Mission is to harness synthetic biology to develop functionally superior cannabinoid 

and psychedelic tryptamine derivatives. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ticinsect.ch/
http://www.adiposs.com/
http://chondronest.com/
http://www.computational-life.com/
https://www.earlysight.com/
http://www.flowbone.com/
http://www.grapheal.com/
https://limula-biotech.com/
https://mstech.eu/
http://www.nanoglue.ch/
http://neurosoft-bio.com/
http://www.octarinebio.com/


 
 

Chemin du Closel 5, Renens, 1020, Switzerland    |     www.masschallenge.org  

High Tech 

 

1 Degree Freedom Robotics Pvt Ltd (India): Develops Modular Smart Actuation Systems for cost-effective 
and precise Motion Control in various Robotic Applications. 
 

Access Informer Security Solutions (Switzerland): A simple yet powerful solution to collect, analyze and 
monitor user authorizations across your key systems. 
 

AISpotter (Finland): Key innovation is to produce fast, accurate, flexible and automated video-clips for team 
sports business. 
 

Amphasys AG (Switzerland): Helps seed companies to reduce cost of production by improving the pollen 
supply chain. 
 

BLP Digital (Switzerland): An ETH spin-off company, leveraging Artificial Intelligence to automatically extract 
and process data from semi-structured documents. 
 

Decentriq (Switzerland): Combines confidential computing and machine learning to enable simple and safe 
global deployment of AI applications. 
 

Exomotion (Switzerland) 
 

Exomys - Augmented Humanity GmbH (Austria): Develops passive exoskeletons for industrial application. 
Our goal is to rise productivity and prevent occupational diseases. 
 

Guider (United Kingdom) 
 

KPI6 (Italy): Combines and integrates data from different sources to improve performances of companies: 2x 
success rate, -80% of marketing budget. 
 

LDN UTD (United Kingdom): Grassroots esports helping gamers take more of a path to pro, whilst aligning 
with societal benefits and social purpose. 
 

Less Platform (Switzerland): Revolutionizes how freight management is done. It helps to reduce millions of 
unnecessary driven miles and cut tones of Co2 emissions. 
 

MicroR Systems (Switzerland): Provides lasers with precise colors for precision applications. 
 

OpSeeker (Spain) 
 

Python Upskilling (Switzerland) 
 

Rigi Technologies (Switzerland) 
 

Senstile (Spain) 
 

SimpleJohn (Czech Republic): A video instruction app for manufacturing companies that helps capture and 
distribute important operating procedures. 
 

Synthara technologies (Switzerland) 
 

https://1df.in/
http://www.accessinformer.com/
https://www.aispotter.com/
http://www.amphasys.com/
https://www.blp-digital.com/
http://www.exomys.com/
https://kpi6.com/
https://www.ldnutd.gg/
http://lessplatform.com/
http://www.microrsystems.com/
http://www.simplejohn.com/en/
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Weeve (Germany): Provides patented security for the Internet of Things. 

 

 

 

General 

 

Addmin (Switzerland) 
 

AEROPOWDER (United Kingdom): Created pluumo, the world's first sustainable thermal packaging material 
made from surplus feathers, designed for food deliveries. 
 

Carbonauten GmbH (Germany): -CO2: A novel family of materials consisting of biocarbons, binders and 
additives that enable disruptive business models. 
 

Cat in a Flat (United Kingdom) 
 

CLIP.BIKE Inc (United States): Portable consumer device that can be easily attached to any bike to instantly 
upgrade it to an electric bike. Mission is to disrupt e-bikes. 
 
DePoly (Switzerland) 
 

FlyingBasket (Italy): Designs custom industrial drones for high payload applications. We make aviation 
solutions accessible for all industries. 
 

Fooditive (Netherlands): The world's first sweetener that is made from apple and pears waste, makes it a 
green label as well as sustainable… 
 

FUL Foods (Netherlands): Immune-boosting food and drink that reduces your carbon footprint. 
 
ICOWSOFT (France): Is cloud-based herd management software which collect, aggregate and process data 
from/to the farm, allowing the user to control his farm in real time. 
 

Mushlabs (Germany) 
 

Naturbeads (United Kingdom): Replaces fossil-fuel based polluting plastic microbeads with natural and 
biodegradable cellulose beads. 
 

Parx Materials NV (Netherlands): Developed and patented a unique method to make polymers antimicrobial 
and antibiofilm by using a bodies own trace element. 
 
Ponera Group (Corporate Innovation Team Bühler - Switzerland): Is a smart modular packaging solution 
provider as an enabler for implementation of Circular Economy in freight transportation.  
 

Readily3D (Switzerland) 

 

TechnoCarbon (France): Disruptive technologies create a path forward towards sustainable architecture, 

industry and cities, protecting climate & life. 

 

TrucksOnTheMap (United Kingdom): Is forecasting truck availability, thus can potentially save 36 billion EUR 

a year and cut tons GHG emission. 

https://weeve.network/
http://www.aeropowder.com/
https://www.carbonauten.com/
https://www.clip.bike/
https://flyingbasket.com/
http://www.fooditive.nl/
http://fulfoods.com/
https://www.icownect.com/
http://www.naturbeads.com/
http://parxmaterials.com/
https://poneragroup.com/
http://technocarbon.fr/
https://trucksonthemap.com/
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Urban Connect (Switzerland) 

 

 

Energy / Clean Tech 

 

ALGOPOLY (Turkey) 
 

Alp Technologies (United Kingdom) 
 

Bio2oil ApS (Denmark): Develops scalable technology for decentral conversion of waste biomass to a stable 
crude oil upgradable to sustainable drop in fuels. 
 

CO2 Free Truck (Switzerland): Captures the CO2 emitted by truck and store it. The CO2 can then be sold on 
the CO2 market or transformed in fuel. 
 

ECO2Blocks (Portugal): Transforms industrial waste into CO2 absorbent pavement blocks. 
 

Heaboo (Portugal): Hoterway thermal battery provides instant hot water in buildings efficiently decreasing 
water and energy consumption. 
 

SCRUFY (Greece) 
 

 

Social Impact 

 

CleanMotion (Switzerland): Develops self-disinfecting door handles to avoid germ transmission. 
 
Neustark (Switzerland): Creates climate positive construction materials by turning CO2 into minerals. 
 

PREINVEL S.R.L. (Italy): Designed THE FIRST FLUIDODYNAMIC filter in the world for remove industrial 

particulate and pollutants. 

 

Spacept (Sweden) 

 

About MassChallenge 

MassChallenge is a global network of zero-equity startup accelerators. Headquartered in the United States 

with locations in Boston, Israel, Mexico, Rhode Island, Switzerland, and Texas, MassChallenge is committed 

to strengthening the global innovation ecosystem by supporting high-potential startups across all industries, 

from anywhere in the world. To date, more than 2,400 MassChallenge alumni have raised more than $6.2 B 

in funding, generated more than $3B in revenue, and created more than 157,000 total jobs. Learn more 

about MassChallenge at masschallenge.org.  

 

MassChallenge Switzerland  Partners 

Barry Callebaut, Bühler, Nestlé, GEA, Givaudan, Swiss Economic Forum, Inartis Foundation, Südzucker, 

Amcor,  Philip Morris International, Canton of VAUD (Economic Promotion), Candon of VAUD (Board of 

Higher Education), GSK, Mazars, Kellerhals - Carrard, Reuteler & Cie, Federation International de 

I’Automobile and EIT Food. 

http://www.bio2oil.dk/
http://www.eco2blocks.com/
http://www.hoterway.com/
https://cleanmotion.ch/
http://www.neustark.com/
http://www.preinvel.com/

